THE  BOOK   OF
and so I hope I shall have my desire. Good .sir, I pray
you grant me what I ask, and I will pray for you that ye
shall be saved through thv mercy of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, and ye shall have more reward in Heaven than if
ye wore a hair-cloth or a habergeon,* I pray you, suffer
me to make a vow of chastity at what bishop's hand God
wills/
'Nay,' he said, 'that I will not grunt you, for now may
I use you without deadly sin> and then might I not do so,1
Then she said to him: — 'If it be the will of the Holy
i2b   Ghost to fulfil what I have said, I pray God that ye may
consent thereto; and if it be not the will of the Holy Ghost,
I pray God ye never consent to it1.
Then they went forth towards Bridlington in right hot
weather, the creature having great sorrow and dread for
her chastity. As they came by a cross, her husband sat
down under the cross, calling his wife to him and saying
these words unto her: — 'Margery, grant me my desire,
and I shall grant you your desire.   My first desire is that
we shall still lie together in bed as we have done before;
the second, that ye shall pay my debts, ere ye go to
Jerusalem; and the third, that ye shall eat and drink with
me on the Friday as ye were wont to do/
'Nay, sir/ said she, 'to break the Friday, I will never
grant you whilst I live.'
'Well,' said he, 'then I shall meddle with you again/
She prayed him that he would give her leave to say
her prayers, and he granted it kindly.  Then she knelt
down beside a cross in the field and prayed in this
manner, with a great abundance of tears; ~~
1A habergeon, or coat of mail, wat worn at * penance, fa addition to ft*
primary purpose of bodily protection

